Into His Grace, Their MAJES TIES 
„High Commiſſioner, and the Right 
Honourable the Eſtates of Parliament, 
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12 e Petition of the Brewers of the VVeſt-pet, Potter- 
. raw, Gairns-ball, Kings-Stables, Abbey of Holy- 
©D * Cald-toun, Reſtalrig, and Vard- heads 
ol Leith, 


.  - -Humbly ſheweth, 8 
| HAT where by the Claim of Right, all Gifts or Grants, for Raiſing 
of Money, without the conſent of Parliament, or Convention of E- 
ſtates, are Declared contrary to Law z and againſt which, as well 
zs other abuſes in the late Government, all Parties concerned may now 
Juſtice expect their Redreſs. True it is, that the Magiſtrats of Edin burgb 
at ſeveral times, and for the pretended behove of the Good Town, in the 
Re Reigns of, Ning Charles and King James, Purchaſe and Impetrat Gifts and 
Puts, of exacting an Impoſt of Two Pennies the Pynt, or Two Merks per 
N, attour the Exciſe; and that not only to be payed by the Brewers of the 
own, Cannomgate, and Leith z But likewiſe by your Petitioners, and all the 
rewers Reſiding within the diſtance of Two Miles of the Town, tho Local- 
Lwithin the Shire; and by vertue whereof, your Petitioners have been 
ſevouſly exacted upon by Violence, and Force of Quartering and Poynding, 
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Wer the burden whereof they do likewiſe preſently Iy, and are threatned with 
wine, during all the years yet to run of the ſaids Gifts and Grants, for 
ment of the foreſaid Imp! fition, which they conceive themſelves no ways 
ble to, for the Reaſons and Cauſes following, which in all humili- 
are offered to Your Grace, and the Eſtates of Parliaments conſi- 
Ration , vis. 10. Becauſe this Impoſition is deſtitute of all Law, 
In» a meer Arbitrary Gift, Impetrat from the King, upon 
tence of the Town's great Debts in the Year 16 6 2. But directly 
fitrair to the Fundamental Law of the Kingdom, whereby Property is ſecured, 
t nothing ought or can be \expatted of any man, except by bis own con- 
it, either expreſly paRioned, or tacitly given by Act of Parliament, nei- 
er of which can in this Caſe be alledg d, either for the giving or continuing 
che aid Gift, which therefore is Illegal and Arbitrary. 20. Becauſe this 
lift being given in the year 1662, for nineteen years it was oppoſed by the 
thale Colledge of Juſtice, and the Heritors of the Lothians, whereupon the 
own was neceſſitate to reſtrict it to eleven years, and alſo to bind thems 
tives by three Bonds, One to the Lords of Seſſion, Another tothe Facultie of 
Idvocats.and the third to the faids Heritors,never to take or ſeek any new Gift 
bereafter 3 Sothat this Impoſition, is not only conttair to Law, but con- 
Mirto the forſaid ſolemn — Nor the Town of Jae 
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deny the ſaids Bonds, altho that means have been uſed to ſappref 
ſeing the very Gift they now have, does exprelly Diſpeũſe with the: 
Bonds and Obligations thereof, which is a further Iniquity and 
It being as abſurd, that the King ſhould diſpenſe with privat Contet 
that he ſhould take away mens Rights and Fortunes at His pleaſure, -. , 

30. Becauſe this unjuſt and grievous Imp6ſition hath been moſt uin 
ably Inhanced, For firſt, where the Gift baars but two Pennies of ith 
which comes but to 19 Þefice on the Bol at the rate bf ſufſicient Brewl 
two Merks is conſtamly exacted without Diſtinction Next where it wi 
at the firſt t6 30606 Ponhds ptr , aud ſo conſtantly fer by the 
The late Treaſurer finding it might render more, and without reſped 
Caſe of the Brewersg get W. en Court t bring it to the BA 
( The Exchequer paying in to the Town of Edinburgh the forelaid 
pounds) by whichiheans It $row fot fot 3800 Pbunds yearly to if 
Oppreſſion of us all, and the utter Ruine of ſeveril Families, abating thi 
ot VI dual, artd confequently pre judgitg and weakning the Trade off 
product. Beſides that, the ordering of this Impoſition to be puyed to 
che quer, makes it not a whit the more Legal. | 

49, Becauſe this Impoſition is alſo uphfted moſt unjuſtly, for firſt tiag 
men makes their own SerFants Surveyers; And their Survey is made thi 
without exception of what is not Imported within the Town. Then t 
execution by 3 though tte Laws allows Quaftering only 
Ceſs and Exciſe; And the Towis Gift doth ofily provide ordinary legs 
gence, And it's certain, that this Quattering is ſo „ A* abuſed „ 
way of Dry · quarters ( whereas a ſmall party is often laid on half af 
Brewers at the ſame time ) and preſent Poynding uſed: great Krack 
made, and many poor People undotie. And ſeing this now gtlic time 6 
of all juſt Grievances as ſaid is, and that your Petitioners have prepaſ 
form of an Act, which is herewith given in, for reſeinding and atinul 
the aids pretthded Gifts or Grants of the foreſald lepolt. I 


May it therefore pleaſe 78 Graet; and the Eltates of 
ment, totake the Premiſſes to your conlideraticn, and 
the fort of the AR give inby your PFetitiohets to be 
that the amine may be paſt into an Att of Parliament 


Rinditg the laid Impoſt, lo far asche HG your Petit 
hg are Reclaiming un the G@ine; Aud in the meat 
diſchargs all further Quaftefing and Poynding of us; 
— of the fad Inpoſt, ind your Petitioners ſhall 
'fay. IE CLE A nh SEE, e 
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